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american literature fiction and drama

Part-A : Brief Question with Answer

Young Goodman Brown

1. What is an allegory?

Ans. An allegory is a literary work that tells a story with more than one meaning. It can be written in prose or poetry with a moral or political purpose. John Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ is one of the world’s best known allegory.

2. What does the pink ribbon symbolize?

Ans. Pink ribbon symbolizes innocence and childishness.






3. Who says that Faith is ‘a blessed angel on earth’?

Ans. Young Goodman Brown says that Faith is ‘a blessed angel on earth’.

4. How do we know that Mr. Brown had an appointment with the Devil?

Ans. At the sight of Mr. Brown, his fellow traveller later appeared to be the Devil said that Mr. Brown was late and he has kept a covenant by meeting. These suggest that Mr. Brown had an appointment with the Devil.

5. What is remarkable about the staff carried by the fellow traveller?

Ans. It is remarkable that the staff carried by the fellow traveller looks like a great black snake. It looks like a living serpent.

The Hairy Ape






1. Which best describes Yank’s job aboard the ship?

Ans. Coal Stoker.

2. Which Fireman talks about Marxist ideas?

Ans. Long.

3. What Rodin statue does Yank occasionally resemble?

Ans. ‘The Thinker’.

4. What animal does Mildred compare herself to?

Ans. A leopard.






5. What does Yank admire about the ape?

Ans. The ape’s strong arms.

The Sun Also Rises

1. Did Robert Cohn like boxing?

Ans. No. Rober Cohn did not like boxing.

2. Who was the boxing master of Robert Cohn?

Ans. Spider Kelly was the boxing master of Robert Cohn.







3. Who had flattened the nose of Robert Cohn?

Ans. Spider Kelly had flattened the nose of Robert Cohn.

4. How many dollar had Robert Cohn’s father left?

Ans. Bobert Cohn’s father had left fifty thousand dollars.

5. Whom did Robert Cohn’s wife go off with?

Ans. Robert Cohn’s wife went off with a miniature-painter.

Seize the Day

1. From which philosophy does the title come?

Ans. Carpe Diem philosophy.

2. What was the novella called?

Ans. It is Modern novel, American novel, Novella. The novel has even been called a Jewish- American novel although, when asked, Bellow considered himself more ‘American’ than ‘Jewish,’ or ‘Jewish-American.’

3. Why is Tommy going down to the lobby?

Ans. He wants to collect his mail and to have breakfast.

4. What was his philosophy about gong out in the morning?

Ans. He realized that he could not continue going our early in the morning.







5. Who was Rubib?

Ans. Rubin is an agent at the newsstand.

Beloved

1. Who tells Sethe that her scars resemble a chokecherry tree? 

Ans. Amy Denver.

2. Schoolteacher could be said to represent what?

Ans. The abuse of science and the role of science in justifying slavery.

3. How did Sethe pay for the word ‘Beloved’ on her deceased child’s tombstone?

Ans. By having sex with the stone carver.

4. How many children did Sethe have with Halle?

Ans. Two boys and a girl.

5. Sethe escaped from a farm called what?

Ans. Sweet Home.

Short Questions

Young Goodman Brown

1. How is Young Goodman Brown’s wife an allegorical figure in terms of her name?

2. What is the symbolic importance of the character Goody Cloyse in ‘Young Goodman Brown’?

3. How does Brown’s experience in the forest affect his interactions with his community?

4. What does the forest represent in the story ‘Young Goodman Brown’?

5. How does Faith try to stop Young Goodman Brown from taking the journey on that evening?

The Hairy Ape

1. Write briefly about the human regression by industrialization through the light of this play.

2. How does Yank meet his tragedy?

3. Write a short note on Paddy.

4. Write a short note on Yankee.

5. Write what you know about Mildred Douglas. / Analyze the character of Mildred Douglas.

The Sun Also Rises

1. Compare Jake’s relationship to Brett with Cohn’s relationship to Frances.

2. Compare and contrast the two characters Jake and Cohn.

3. Is the novel ‘The Sun Also Rises’ a tragedy or a satire? Why?

4. How can you describe the Parisian cafe culture in The Sun Also Rises?

5. Do you think that Brett is a sympathetic character? Give reasons.

Seize the Day

1. What influence does Dr. Tamlin have on Wilhelm?

2. What are the reasons for Wilhelm’s failure in the modern competition?

3. Why does Dr. Adler see his son Tommy as a failure?

4. What is the significance of the final scene of Seize the Day?

5. What is surrogate father? Is Dr. Tamkin is a surrogate father for Wilhelm

Beloved

1. How does Baby Suggs treat Sethe?

2. How does Beloved quickly become a dominant force in Sethe’s house?

3. Analyze the character of Baby Suggs.

4. How does Beloved help Denver gain an independent identity?

5. Describe Beloved as an allegorical figure.

Explanations

1. There is no good on earth, and sin is but a name, come devil for to thee is this world given. (Young Goodman Brown)

2. This is a dull pace for the beginning of a journey. Take my staff, if you are so soon weary. (Young Goodman Brown)

3. Love, hell!

Hate, dat’s what I’ve fallen in hate, get me? (The Hairy Ape)

4. Take me away! Oh, the filthy beast!

5. ‘Christ, where do I get off at? Where do I fit in?’-Explain.

Short Notes

1. Transcendentalism

2. New England

3. Sweet Home

4. Hawthorne and Original Sin

5. Bill Gorton

6. Mike Campbell

7. Pedro Romero

8. Montoya

9. Funeral scene

Broad Questions

Young Goodman Brown

1. How was Young Goodman Brown taken in the world of evil? / How is Young Goodman Brown tempted to sin by curiosity? Discuss.

2. Comment on the use of symbols in the story ‘Young Goodman Brown’.

3. The inherent tendency to evil of human nature has been depicted in the story ‘Young Goodman Brown’-discuss. / ‘Evil is the nature of mankind’ – Discuss.

4. Bring out the main features of the character of Young Goodman Brown.

5. Comment on the use of symbols in the story Young Goodman Brown.

The Hairy Ape

1. Consider Yank as a tragic character.

2. Discuss The Hairy Ape as a social satire.

3. Evaluate ‘The Hairy Ape’ as a modern tragedy.

4. Discuss the major themes of ‘The Hairy Ape’.

5. Comment on the crisis of identity and isolation in the play The Hairy Ape.

The Sun Also Rises

1. Discuss The Sun Also Rises as a tragic novel.

2. Evaluate The Sun Also Rises as a fictional chronicle of a ‘lost generation’.

3. What is the significance of the title of The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway?

4. Compare and contrast Jake Barnes with Robert Cohn.

5. Discuss Hemingway’s treatment of religion in The Sun Also Rises.

Seize the Day

1. Write a note on American life and society as depicted in Saul Bellow’s ‘Seize the Day’. / Discuss Bellow’s attitude towards contemporary American society in ‘Seize the Day’.

2. Comment on the theme of isolation in the novel Seize the Day.

3. Do you consider Wilhelm a victimized hero in ‘Seize the Day’?

4. How did Tommy Wilhelm get his freedom in ‘Seize the Day’? / Examine the ending of Seize the Day and explain whether or not Tommy Wilhelm finds consolation and salvation at the end.

5. How does Bellow portray the existential problems in American society in Seize the Day?

Beloved

1. Justify the title of the novel Beloved.

2. What picture of racial violence do you find in Beloved?

3. Toni Morrison’s ‘Beloved’ portrays an institutionalized dehumanization of the slaves.-Elucidate.

4. Critically discuss the role of Paul D in Beloved.

5. Why did Sethe try to kill Beloved?

Answer Sheet
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